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Perhaps there was a faint glimmering of doubt dawn-
ing in De Lesseps' mind, for in a letter to the Foreign
Minister dated May 2 2nd, he stated: " I am of opinion
that General Oudinot should be kept where he is.
Whatever you do, do not send him any more siege
material. What he wants is a reinforcement of troops,
and if he gets them Austria will hesitate to attack us,
whereas with fresh siege material it will seem as if we
are determined to annihilate Rome, to which I will not
in any circumstances whatever lend a hand. And if
the intentions of the Government should happen not to
be what I believe them to be, I do not hesitate to
ask you to recall me, for if I had not my liberty of
conduct and was not free to act as circumstances might
dictate in the midst of this very complicated crisis
my position would be untenable."
In the meantime the negotiations between De Lesseps
and the Roman representatives had reached the stage
where definite proposals had been drawn up for con-
sideration by the Roman Assembly. These read as
follows:
Clause I. The Roman States request the fraternal
protection of the French Republic.
Clause II. The Roman populations have full
right to decide for themselves upon the form of
government.
Clause III. Rome will welcome the French army
as a friendly force. The French troops will assist in
maintaining order in the city. The Roman
authorities will act in accordance with their legal
functions.